CES Meet Up November 7, 2014
1. Discussion regarding junior kindergarten class.

a. Some concerns were expressed on Facebook page. Information shared regarding social media. The Castlefrank & Katimavik Elementary School Parents Facebook page is a site to engage parents, share information and connect. It is not endorsed by the school councils. The school council uses the CES school council blog to communicate information to parents. 
b. If concerns arise, parents are encouraged to talk to the classroom teacher first, and then to Mr. Henry if needed.

c. Concern raised about Mrs. Cook’s absence. Mr. Henry indicated that the nature of her illness made it difficult to predict her return and therefore a supply teacher had to be called on a day to day basis. He acknowledged this was not ideal. He encouraged parents to send notes to the supply teacher and if the issues could not be resolved by this teacher, then the teacher would inform Mr. Henry. He indicated that parents will have a chance to talk to Mrs. Cook at the parent-teacher interviews since they did not get to meet her at the Meet the Teacher event. 

2. Concerns about class size for kindergarten.

a. Mr. Henry voiced his concern too. He indicated that class size is not a school decision but a board decision. The board average for JK/SK is 27. CES JK classes are 31 & 32. Staffing decisions are made at the board level. At the beginning of September the classes were slightly smaller. Then new registrations occurred after the date that new teachers could be hired so the numbers are how they are. Mr. Henry is still advocating for 

b. A parent presented a petition she has been circulating to lobby the government to decrease kindergarten class sizes. Mr. Henry encouraged parents to continue to raise their voices He also asked parents to be patient and know that the CES teachers are doing all they can.

c. Megan (KES school council chair) attended a meeting with Christine Boothby (school board trustee). 

3. Discussion about full day kindergarten

a. This is CES’s first year with full day kindergarten. Mr. Henry is supporting the teachers to access resources from other teachers with experience with the full day program (since it has been running in the board for the past 5 years). 

b. A reminder that the children in kindergarten are 3 and 4 years old. The teachers are working with them to learn about appropriate behaviour in school. 

4. Appreciation expressed for all the work teachers and staff have put into the grade 3 leadership program. Information was shared that the grade threes are helping kindergarten classes with lunch time, delivering milk, being eco-detectives, and helping out at the book fair. They will also be going on a leadership day-trip.

5. Construction

a. Mr. Henry said a walk-around with representatives was completed and determined that the main “needs” have been completed. The facilities are safe and functional. Phil (custodian) has also done a lot of work to ensure this for the school. There is still finish work to do and maintaining the school.

b. Concerns with construction debris were raised. Mr. Henry outlined that clean ups have been done. 

6. Bake Sales

a. Bakes sales run by school council raise money to support events such as special programming and the year end festival (e.g. $800 raised last year).

b. Suggestion that there be a plan in place for leftover food, and that children not just be given extra (e.g. parent may only want their child to have one cookie so they only send enough to pay for one cookie.)

c. Solutions: Save & freeze left-overs for event close after. Or could have available for parents to buy at the end of the day when they pick up. 

d. If have concerns about child participating, then could communicate with the teacher (but be aware that the teacher may have 30+ requests to address). Suggestion that stickers be put on children with instructions. 
e. Suggestion that there be a “treat” and “healthy treat” options available. 

f. The events fit into the days allotted under school policy.

7. Book Fair Nov. 18-21

a. Joint Castlefrank/Katimavik event. CES receives funds raised in Fall, KES in the Spring (get $6/$10 raised)
b. Looking for volunteers. Check signup genius. 

c. Kindergarten children get to view books on the first day but don’t get a chance to buy. Parents can come in after school or on the PA day to purchase. 

8. Kiss ‘N Ride

a. Concern raised about families parking and children walking in the parking lot when cars are driving out. 

b. Some felt the Kiss ‘N Ride feels safer than last year

c. Mr. Henry said that all users need to behave reasonably and responsibly to ensure everyone’s safety. There will be a new stop sign and line painted at the parking lot entrance

d. Reminders to back in when parking and to be mindful as exit to McCurdy.

e. Request to trim the bushes by the entrance to increase visibility.

f. Kudos to the crossing guard for helping children in front of the school. Her responsibility is for crossing McCurdy but she helps them cross the entrance in front of the school too.

9. Active Transportation Survey
a. Collecting data so ready when traffic increases next year

b. Feedback from parents has worked in other schools

c. Discussed the walking school bus initiative. Public Health is evaluating the program and may decide in spring if will do in the area. 

10. Homework

a. “Homework” defined as work assigned as extra, not work that was not completed in class. Board policy is that it be assigned 10 minutes/grade child is in. There is no CES homework policy and it is up to the teacher to decide. 

b. Homework is not evaluated but can be used as practice.  

